
“Every generation has its heroes, and this generation is no different.” I know first-hand that this expression is true. As you may imagine, I have met many of these heroes in the streets of Baghdad. I have met many more of them in the intensive care ward at the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center.
 However, I also want you to know that in the past few months I have met countless Army spouses who are absolutely nothing less than everyday American heroes. These spouses are holding our communities together during this time of deployment and war.
Many spouses play crucial roles in the daily existence and well-being of our units and the larger Army family.  Some serve as active members of a family readiness group, and by doing so bear an incredible burden of responsibility. Though they receive no pay, and seldom hear a simple expression of “thanks,” they are instrumental to the success of any command. Not only do they provide strength, faith, and comfort to other spouses and families, they also actively support the single Soldiers of the unit.
Other spouses make a vital contribution by working in child development centers, youth services, schools, and a host of other life support areas. Without the dedication and sacrifices of these family members, we simply could not function as an Army community.
More than 60 percent of our Army is married. If we are to keep our Soldiers motivated and focused on the mission, then we sorely need the spouses well cared for and on our Army team. If we lose the spouse, we lose the Soldier - it’s just that simple.
Fortunately for us, we are blessed with an incredible cadre of Army spouses who are every bit as dedicated and loyal as the Soldiers with whom we serve. These spouses are indeed on the team and proud of whom they are and what they do for their Soldier and for the Army family.   
What I ask you to do is ensure you are doing your part to support these great Army spouses.  If they need your help - be there for them. If they need your expertise - share it. If they need you to solve a problem - fix the issue. Furthermore, I ask that you take the time at every opportunity to thank a spouse for supporting the Soldier. 
It is said that retention begins on the day that the new Soldier joins your unit. It is no different with the Army spouse.  Although spouses never raise their right hands to take an oath, their commitment and sacrifice nonetheless deserves recognition.
Any Mission, Anywhere!
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