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	English
	Turkish
	Pronunciation

	Welcome
	Hoş geldiniz
	hōsh gel-dee-neez

	in reply to Welcome
	Hoş bulduk
	hōsh bull-dook

	I am fine.
	İyiyim.
	ee-yee-yeem


There are two letters in Turkish which are not available in the standard latin fonts, so they will be represented as follows: ,s: an s with a tail (sounds like sh), and -g: a g with a bar on top (soft g, no sound). 
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Click on a word to obtain the sound file of that word. [Sound Help Page]

(English = Türkçe)
Yes = evet 

No = hayžr 

Thank you = te,sekkürler; te,sekkür ederim 

Thank you very much = çok te,sekür ederim 

You're welcome = Bir ,sey de-gil 

Please = lütfen 

Excuse me = özur dilerim, pardon 

Hello = merhaba; selam 

Goodbye = güle güle, alahsmaladžk 

So long = Görü,sürüz 

Good morning = günaydžn 

Good afternoon = iyi gunler, iyi ö-glenler 

Good evening = iyi ak,samlar
Good night = iyi geceler 

I do not understand = anlamžyorum 

How do you say this in [English]? = Bu [Türkçe] nasil soylenir?? 

Do you speak ... = ... biliyorumusunuz; ... konu,suyormusunuz 

English = Ingilizce 

French = Fransžzca
German = Almanca
Spanish = Ispanyolca 

Chinese = Çince 

I = Ben 

We = Biz 

You (singular, familiar) = Sen 

You (singular, formal) = Siz 

You (plural) = Siz 

They = Onlar 

What is your name? = isminiz nedir? 

Nice to meet you. = Tani,stž-gžmžza memnun oldum. 

How are you? = Nasilsin(iz)? 

Good = iyi 

Bad = Kötü 

So so = ,Söyle böyle 

Wife = E,s, Kari 

Husband = E,s, Koca 

Daughter = Kžz çocuk 

Son = Erkek çocuk 

Mother = Anne 

Father = Baba 

Friend = Arkada,s 

Where is the bathroom? Where is the toilet? = tuvalet nerede? 
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COLOUR 
	Red
	Kırmızı
	kur-mu-zu

	Blue
	Mavi
	ma-vee

	Black
	Siyah
	see-ya

	White
	Beyaz
	bā-yaz

	Yellow
	Sarı
	sa-ru


CUSTOMS CONTROL 

Passport = pasaport 
A valid passport is necessary throughout your travels.  U.S. citizens traveling with ordinary passports can obtain their visas either at the entry point upon arrival or from the Turkish Consulate in advance. You can also contact the Turkish Tourism Office for visa applications. There visa fee is currently $65 per person.
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DAYS, MONTHS & SEASONS 

Day = Gün 
Week = Hafta 

Month = Ay 

Year = Yil 

Monday = Pazartesi 

Tuesday = Sali 

Wednesday = Çar,samba 

Thursday = Per,sembe 

Friday = Cuma 

Saturday = Cumartesi 

Sunday = Pazar 

January = Ocak 

February = ,Subat 

March = Mart 

April = Nisan 

May = Mayžs 

June = Haziran 

July = Temmuz 

August = A-gustos
September = Eylül
October = Ekim 

November = Kasžm 

December = Aralžk 

Spring = ilkbahar 

Summer = Yaz 

Fall, Autumn = Sonbahar 

Winter = Kž,s 

Today = Bugün 

Yesterday = Dün 

Tomorrow = Yaržn 

Birthday = Do-gum günü 

Happy Birthday! = Do-gum günün kutlu olsun! 
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DIRECTIONS 

Left = Sol 
Right = Sa-g 

Straight = Düz 

Up = Yukarž 

Down = Asa-gž
Far = Uzak 

Near = Yakžn  

Long = Uzun 

Short = Kžsa 

Map = Harita 

Tourist Information = Turizm danisma burosu 
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DRINKING 

	water
	su
	soo

	coffee
	kahve
	kave

	tea
	Ïay
	chaee

	milk
	sùt
	sewt

	sugar
	ñeker
	sheker

	lemon
	limon
	leemon

	coffee with milk
	sùtlù kahve
	sewtlew kave

	tea with lemon
	limonle Ïay
	leemonle chaee

	
	
	

	… ice.
	Buz istiyorum.
	booz …

	… sugar.
	Şeker istiyorum.
	she-ker …

	… white wine.
	Beyaz şarap istiyorum.
	be-yaz sha-rap …

	… red wine.
	Kırmızı şarap istiyorum.
	kur-mu-zu sha-rap …

	I would like…
… istiyorum.
… ee-stee-yōr-room
… a beer.
Bira istiyorum.
bee-ra …
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EATING OUT 

Breakfast = Kahvaltž 
Lunch = Ö-gle yeme-gi 

Dinner = Ak,sam yeme-gi 

Vegetarian = Vejeteryan 

Kosher = Yahudi diyeti(helal) 

Cheers! = ,Serefe! 

Please bring the bill. = lütfen hesabž getirin 

	Where is …?
	… nerede?
	… ne-re-de?

	… the restaurant?
	Restoran nerede?
	res-tō-ran …

	… the restroom?
	Tuvalet nerede?
	too-va-let …


	Bill/Check
	Hesap
	he-sop

	Compliment to the cook
	Elinize sağlık
	e-lee-nee-ze saa-lik

	Bon a petit
	Afiyet olsun
	a-fee-yet ōl-soon
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FOOD 

Bread = ekmek 
Beverage = icecek 

Coffee = Kahve 

Tea = Çay 

Juice = Meyva suyu  

Water = Su 

Beer = Bira 

Wine = ,Sarap 

Salt = Tuz 

Pepper = Biber 

Meat = et 

Beef = Dana eti 

Pork = Domuz eti 

Fish = balžk 

Poultry = tavuk, ördek, kaz 

Vegetable = sebze 

Fruit = Meyva 

Potato = Patates 

Salad = salata 

Dessert = tatlž 

Ice cream = Dondurma 

Turkish food is famous throughout the world. The painstaking preparation of simple, but fresh ingredients brings out the richness of their flavors in a way that never fails to delight. The range is enormous, from the many soups to an astonishing variety of hors d'oeuvres (meze) followed by meat and fish dishes. Then pause awhile to contemplate the famous Turkish sweets and pastries before finishing with Turkish coffee. All Turkish food is prepared from fresh ingredients. The country produces a wide variety of fruits and vegetables, and, being surrounded on three sides by sea, the range of fish to be found is considerable. 
Among alcoholic drinks are the light Turkish beer, local wines, and the national drink, 'raki' (an anisette), which clouds when water is added, giving it the popular name of "lion's milk." The drinking of raki is a rite in itself, and it is traditionally accompanied by a variety of "meze" (hors d'oeuvres). Wherever you go, coffee or tea will be offered to you. Bottled drinking water and mineral water are easily found everywhere. Tap water is drinkable but the taste is not good because it is chlorinated. 
Especially in large cities like Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir, you can also find restaurants which feature Chinese, Russian, Japanese, Korean, French, Swiss, German and Italian cuisine. 
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HOTEL
Hotel = hotel; otel 
Room = Oda 

Reservation = Rezervasyon 

Are there any vacancies for tonight? = Bu ak,samlž-gžna bo,s odanžz var mž? 

No vacancies = Bos yer yok. 
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NUMBERS 

zero = sžfžr 
one = bir 

two = iki 

three = üç 

four = dört 

five = be,s 

six = altž 

seven = yedi 

eight = sekiz 

nine = dokuz 

ten = on 

eleven = on bir 

twelve = on iki 

thirteen = on üç 

fourteen = on dört
fifteen = on be,s 

sixteen = on altž
seventeen = on yedi 

eighteen = on sekiz 

nineteen = on dokuz 

twenty = yirmi 

twenty one = yirmi bir 

thirty = otuz 

forty = kžrk 

fifty = elli 

sixty = altmž,s 

seventy = yetmi,s 

eighty = seksen 

ninety = doksan 

one hundred = yüz 

one thousand = bin 

one million = bir milyon 

PLACES
Post office = postahane 
Museum = müze 

Bank = banka 

Police station = polis karakolu 

Hospital = hastane 

Pharmacy, Chemists = Eczane 

Store, Shop = dükkan 

Restaurant = lokanta 

School = okul 

Church = kilise (Mosque = cami) 

Restrooms = WC (Tuvalet) 

Street = Cadde 

Square = Meydan 

Mountain = Da-g 

Hill = Tepe 

Valley = Vadi 

Ocean = Okyanus 

Lake = Göl 

River = Nehir 

Swimming Pool = Yüzme Havuzu 

Tower = Kule 

Bridge = köprü 
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SHOPPING 

How much does this cost? = bu ne kadar 
What is this? = bu ne 

I'll buy it. = alžyorum. 

I would like to buy ... = almak istiyorum ... 

Do you have ... = ... var mž (4855 bytes) 

Do you accept credit cards? = kredi kartž kabul ediyormusunuz 

Open = Açžk 

Closed = Kapalž 

Postcard = Posta Kartž 

Stamps = Pul 

A little = Biraz 

A lot = Çok 

All = Hepsi 

In Turkey, suede and leather are particularly important, along with all kinds of clothes and other goods such as handbags, belts, shoes, etc., at prices which surprise and please the visitor. In the large stores in main cities, dresses, trousers, and coats, made of extremely fine leather and suede, can be found. If you are looking for something a little more unusual, there is the "nargile" (hubble-bubble or water pipe); or buy a backgammon set and learn the national Turkish game. Your only difficulty shopping in Turkey will be deciding what to choose from the many hundreds of tempting bargains. 
NOTE: When making purchases keep all receipts. If you believe you have been overcharged or cheated either in terms of items bought or services rendered please contact the local police (Zabita, tel. 153) and/or fax your complaint to the Consumer Protection Directorate at the Ministry of Industry and Trade at: (T.C. Sanayi ve Ticaret Bakanligi Tuketicinin ve Rekabetin Korunmasi Gen. Mud). Tandogan, Ankara Fax: (312) 287 92 40
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TELEPHONE 

Public phones operate with tokens or calling cards.

TIME 

What time is it? = Saat kaç? 
7:13, Seven thirteen = 7:13, Yedi on uç 

3:15, Three fifteen = 3:15, Üç on be,s 

3:15, A quarter past three = 3:15, Üçü çeyrek geçiyor 

11:30, Eleven thirty = 11:30, On bir otuz 

11:30, Half past eleven = 11:30, On bir buçuk 

1:45, One forty-five = 1:45, Bir kžrk be,s 

1:45, A quarter till two = 1:45, ikiye çeyrek var 
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TRAVEL
Where is ...? = ... nerede? 
How much is the fare? = ücret ne kadar 

Ticket = bilet 

One ticket to ..., please. = ... e bir bilet lütfen. 

Where are you going? = Nereye gidiyorsun(uz)? 

Where do you live? = Nerde yasžyorsun(uz)? 

Train = tren 

Bus = otobüs 

Subway, Underground = metro 

Airport = havaalanž 

Train station = tren istasyonu 

Bus station = otobüs istasyonu, otogar 

Subway station, Underground station = metro istasyonu 

Departure = Kalkž,s 

Arrival = Varž,s 

Car rental agency = kiralžk araba sirketi 

Parking = otopark 
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The Turkish language is not an Indo-European language.

It belongs to the Altaic branch of the Ural-Altaic linguistic family. The languages of this family are called Altaic because they are believed to have originated in the high lands around the Altaic Mountains of Central Asia. More than 90 percent of all contemporary speakers of Altaic languages speak a Turkish language. The peoples of this region led a nomadic life. Turks, too, for centuries being nomads, took their language along wherever they moved. The Turkish language now stretches from the Mongolian lands and China to the present day Turkey. The far eastern border of the language now is where once the Turkish people have originated from. 
The Turkish language at present is being heavily spoken in the following countries and regions: Turkey, Northern Cyprus, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and so on. 
The language being spoken in Turkey now is accepted to be the standard Turkish and it is the descendant of Ottoman Turkish and its predecessor, so-called Old Anatolian Turkish, which was introduced into Anatolia by the Seljuk Turks in the late 11th century AD. It basically differs from that of other Turkic origin groups in dialects and accents.
In the period of the Ottomans, many loanwords penetrated into Turkish, and their influence on the present day Turkish spoken in Turkey can be easily traced. As you can find in the Ataturk section to clean Turkish from foreign words, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk made changes in the language and adopted a Latin based alphabet instead of Arabic script in 1928. Now the Turkish alphabet has 29 letters, 8 of which are vowels and 21 are consonants. The Turkish language is written phonetically which means every letter is uttered while reading. 
Accordingly, the Turkish alphabet is designed for the easiest phonetic description: For instance, to describe the sound of "ch" as in "chalk", in Turkish alphabet there is the letter of "c" with a cedilla, a dot under the letter "c". The same applies for "sh" sound as in "shore". In Turkish you simply put a cedilla under the letter "s" and that new letter is one of the 29 letters (ABCÇDEGĞHIİJKLMNOÖPRSŞTUÜVYZ), of the Turkish alphabet. The reason why we do language. html - topknot put these letters right here on this section is that your browser might not support Turkish characters and you may find totally irrelevant letters if not signs instead.
Turkish characters and you may find totally irrelevant letters if not signs instead. There is one other interesting letter in Turkish and it is the so-called "the soft g". This symbol is created by adding a cedilla this time to the top of the letter "g". The reason why it is called "the soft g" is the fact that you prolong the preceding vowel when there is a "soft g", in a way softening the utterance. To give you an example and let's kill two words, (ooppss) birds with one stone here; every foreigner, at least at the beginning, find it very difficult to say "thank you" in Turkish, "tesekkur ederim". Instead, there is a more friendly and easier way, that is, by saying "sagol", and the " g" here is a "soft g" and it is described with a cedilla dot on its top. So, you read it as " saaol" by prolonging the "a " sound , making it as if it were double. "Saaol", "Thanks". 
Turkish is an agglutinative language, meaning a fairly large number of affixes in Turkish may be added to the root; each affix has one meaning or grammatical function and retains its form more or less unaffected by the morphemes surrounding it. This term is traditionally used in the typological classification of languages. Turkish, Finnish, and Japanese are among the languages that form words by agglutination. To put it more simply, there are suffixes added to the stem of the words to generate new words or even sentences. Take the example " Cekoslavakyalilastiramadiklarimizdanmisiniz?" If we should translate this one word sentence (43 letters) into English, it means " Are you one of those that we could not have possibly turned into a Czechoslovakian?" If we should have a closer look at the suffixes forming the sentence, we can find the following:
	Cekoslavakya
	= Czechoslovakia 

	li
	= from

	las
	= reflexive suffix

	tir
	= causative suffix

	a
	= ability 

	ma
	= negation

	di
	= past tense

	k
	= first person plural

	lar
	= plural

	i
	= harmony suffix 

	miz
	= first person plural

	dan
	= from

	mi
	= question suffix

	siniz 
	= second person plural 



One other descriptive feature of the Turkish language is the Vowel and Consonant.
Harmony: According to this principle rule front vowels (e, i, ) and back vowels (a, i, o, u) go together with one another and do not make combinations with the other category. For example; "erik" plum, and "uçak" airplane.
**SOME NOTES ON THE TURKISH ALPHABET AND LANGUAGE 
Since 1928, Turkish has been written in a slightly modified Latin alphabet which is very nearly phonetic. The Turkish alphabet has 8 vowels (A E I İ O Ö U Ü ) and 21 consonants. The letters Q, W and X do not exist in Turkish. Most letters are pronounced pretty much as you would expect, but some are not. Once the phonetic value of all letters is known, then it is rather easy to pronounce any word one sees or to spell any word one hears. The following letters require explanation: 
Aa = "a" as in "card" or "dark", never as "a" in" cat" or "back" ( kan = blood ) 
Cc = "J" as in "judge" ( can= life, soul, pronounced like "John" ) 
Çç = "ch" as in "church"( çay= tea, pronounced "chay", rhymes with "buy" ) 
Ee = "e" as in "bed" ( ekmek =bread ) 
Gg = "g" as in "get" ( gelin =bride ) 
g ( yumusak ge [soft g] Never appears as the first letter in a word; essentially silent; sometimes lengthens preceding vowel; sometimes pronounced like "y" in "yet" (dag =mountain, pronounced daa , rhymes with the "baa" of "baa baa black sheep"; diger =other, pronounced diyer ) 
li (undotted "i" ) "u" as in "radium" or "i" as in "cousin" (isik =ligth, irmak = river ) 
Ii (dotted "i" ) ="i" as in "sit" ( bir = one, pronounced like "beer" ) 
Jj = "j" as in "azure" (garaj = garage, pronounced as in French & English ) 
Oo = "o" as in "fold" (okul =school ) 
Öö German "ö" as in "König" or French "eu" as in "peur"( göl = lake, rhymes with furl) 
Ss="s" as in "sing", never pronounced like a "z" as the "s" in "his "(ses = voice) 
Ss="sh" as in "ship" (sey = thing, pronounced "shey" , rhymes with "hay") 
Uu= "oo" as in "boot" (buz = ice, pronounced like "booze") 
Üü German "ü" as in "für" or French "u" as in "tu" (gül = rose) 
Zz="z" as in "zoo" (beyaz = white) 
Turkish belongs to the Turkic branch of the Altaic language family. The earliest Turkic inscriptions date from the 7th century C. E. and Islamic texts written in Turkic appear in the 11th century. Turkish, the language of modern Turkey, is spoken by about 66 million people. Other important Turkic languages are Azeri (15 million speakers) and Uzbek (14 million speakers). Turkish formerly used the same alphabet as Arabic, but has been written in the Latin alphabet since 1928 as mentioned above; since 1940, Azeri and Uzbek have been written in Cyrillic but efforts are now under way to replace it with Latin.
As an Altaic language, Turkish has virtually nothing in common with English or other Indo-European languages except for some loan words, usually from French or English.
Turkish grammar is complex, but also quite regular. Its two most characteristic features are :
(1) vowel harmony (vowels within a word follow certain harmonic patterns) and (2) agglutination (addition suffixes to words.) Through this process, astoundingly long word phrases can be encountered. For example, the following means, "Maybe you are one of those whom we were not able to Turkify." Türklestiremedigimizlerdensinizdir. 
Another interesting feature is that there is no gender in Turkish. The same word , "o", for example, means "he", "she" and "it".
Turks generally call each other by their given names. For example, a man whose name is Ahmet Kuran would be called Ahmet bey( bey = Mr.), and his wife whose name is Ayse Kuran would be called Ayse hanim ( hanim =Ms.). Good friends drop the "bey" and "hanim". But a letter would be addressed to Bay ve Bayan Ahmet Kuran (Mr. and Mrs...).
Some 34 other languages and dialects are also spoken in Turkey, including various dialects of Caucasian and Kurdish as well as Arabic, Greek, Ladino and Armenian.
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