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SUBJECT: Changes to Belgian Highway Code as of 1 March 2004 

1. The Royal Decree of 22 December 2003 establishes a new highway code applicable as of 1 March 2004. The new code has a significant impact on the amount of traffic fines and on how those fines must be paid.

2. The Royal Decree defines 4 different categories of offenses: 

    a. “Ordinary Offenses” are punishable by a fine of  € 50 to € 1,375.  These include offense such as driving from 1 - 10 kph over the speed limit, using a cell phone while driving, driving in a forbidden area such as the bus lane, and not wearing a seat belt.

    b. “First Degree Offenses” are punishable by a fine of  € 150 to € 1,375 and a possible loss of driving license. These include offenses such as driving from 11 - 20 kph over the speed limit, failure to maintain a safe distance between vehicles, and illegal parking on a sidewalk. 

    c.  “Second Degree Offenses” are punishable by a fine of  € 175 to € 2,750 and a possible loss of driving license. These include offenses such as driving from 21 - 40 kph over the speed limit, failure to yield priority to vehicles on the right, crossing a white line and running red or yellow traffic lights. 

    d.  “Third Degree Offenses” are punishable by a fine of  € 300 to € 2,750 and mandatory loss of driving license.  This results in a suspension of driving privileges from 8 days up to a maximum of 5 years. These include offenses such as driving 40 or more kph over the speed limit or making an improper U-turn.

4.  The procedure for paying fines has also changed, making it very difficult to avoid paying fines on the spot. The procedure is as follows:

    a.  The policeman will request immediate payment, on the spot.  Paying on the spot constitutes an admission of guilt. The offender can either pay by using a debit/credit card or cash if you are a non-resident.  Residents of Belgium have the option of paying by fiscal stamps (available at the Post office) within 5 days.

    b. If the driver is a non-resident and refuses to pay the fine on the spot, he will have to pay a deposit, and the case will be decided later by a traffic court judge. The deposit consists of the amount of the proposed fine + 110 €. If the driver refuses to pay a deposit, the vehicle will be impounded until the case is resolved.  If the driver is a resident and refuses to pay the fine, the case will be decided later through the regular judiciary procedure, and no deposit will be requested.

    c.  The maximum fine that can be paid on the spot is € 750 for non-residents and € 250 for residents. If the fine exceeds that amount, the offender will not have to pay on the spot but through the regular judiciary procedure.  Payment can be made in euros, dollars, or British pounds. 

    d.  Residents of Belgium include those who are currently registered in a Belgian commune. This includes US civilian employees, civilian dependents, and military dependents who are stationed in Belgium. Military personnel are currently not considered residents for purposes of this law, since they do not register in Belgian communes.  However, this office is coordinating with the Belgian authorities to obtain an exemption for military personnel. Member of the US Forces not stationed and not residing in Belgium are non-residents.
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